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THE BIRTH OF THE AMERICAN LEGION

After signing the Armistice on November 11, 1918, there was a necessa Yy
delay of many long months in returning to america the 1,500,000 soldiers whu
became restless end disgruntled. Gens Jchn J. Pershing sent twenty outstand-
ing officers of the AEF to Paris on Feb. 15, 1919, as a liorale Commission to
adopt weys and means of bettering the conditions of the AEF.

- Their recommendations were entertaimment to be provided, leaves of
absences to be grented, and travel to places of interest permitted in grest
numbers, and assignments made easy to get intc foreign universities, Divi-
sional vaudeville troupes were formed to travel around the various divisions
of the AEF. Divisional fooiball teams were organized and other sports were
sncouraged, '/hen these recommendations were placed in operation quite a
change took plece, end the general morale of the trocps iiiproved.

One of the leeding officers of the twenty who were on this llorale Com-
mission was Lt. Col. Theodore Roosevelt, Jr., of the lst Division. He used to
get together with the members cf the comnmittee regularly plenning the future
welfare activities, and on the evening of Feb. 16, 1919, he invited the nine-
teen other officers to dine with him at the Allied Officers Club, Rue de
Fembrough, St. Honore. During the course of the evening, Col. Rocsevelt sug-
gested that it would be & wonderful idea to form some kind of an organization
of veterans that would appeal to the ordinary soldiers as well as to those of
higher rank. He expressed his belief that such an orgenization would cement
the feeling of comradeship and patriotism of the men of the ranlz and file upon
their return to civil life, and could he the means of protecting America from
the disrupting influences thot would surely follow & war of this kind.

These twenty men agreed on the formation of such sn organization and
resolved themselves into a teupcrary committee with Col. Roosevelt as cheir-
man and ilejor Eric Fisher 'Jood as secretary. Col. Roosevelt was to be sent
baclz to the United States at once to sell the idea to those servicemen who did
not get across. They agreed gnong themselves thiat there sho.ld be snother
meeting held in Peris to be sttended by men ol all ranks and from 2ll units
in the AEF and iiarch 15 - 17, 1919 were set as the detes. It was difficult
to obtein permission of GHQ for the Paris Caucus, but Lt. Col. George A. White,
of GHQ, assisted by Lt. Col. Ralph D. Ccle, of the 37th Division, and Maj.
Eric F. Wood, of the 88th Division, finally secured it. It was understocod
that this ceucus was to be strictly unofficial and the enlisted men and offi-
cers who attended were to meke their own arrangerents for passes and must pay
their own transportation.” The AEF being scattered all over Europe created a
hardship and many interesting end amusing stories are told of the ingenuity
of the Americen scldiers trying to ~et to this Paris Csucus. Col. White was
designeted to notify all the divisions of the AEF of the coming caucus, and it
was through his efforts that 600 delegates were present at the imericen Club
in the Lvenue du Gebriel on the first dcy of the caucus. The premises were
too small sandthey were compelled to hold their sessions at tiie old Circus de
Paris, There were 500 officers and 100 enlisted men attending, The Navy was
represented by the 2nd Division ilarines,

liany nemes were suggested for the ney organization, among them being
"Legion of the Great 'ar,” and "Veterans of the Great Ver." During a prolonged
discussion of nemes, a Texan, iiaurice K. Gordon, suggested the neme, " The
American Legion," and that neme has stuck with the organization.
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The temporary chairman was Bannstt C. Clark. of Missouri, (Given iitlie
of Past National Commander at Philadelphia Convention in 1926); Tempowar-
Secretary, Eric Fisher '"ood,of Pennsylvania. An Zxecutive Committee was
elected to complete arrangements and iiilton J. Foreuzan, from Illinois, wa.
made cheirian, (Given title of Pest National Cormander at Kensas City Cony~n-
tion in 1921), and George 4. thite, of Oregon, was made Secretary. Gen. Jchn
J. Pershing and ilarshal Ferdinand Fcch have since bteen made Honorary Nationual
Commanders.

The Paria Cemcus dispecsed forever ol the proposal {for two separate or-
ganizations, one for cfficers end another for enlisted men, which was one of
great achievement for the future success of the group. snother thing to its
credit wes the killing of & proposal for two groups, one for the 4EF end an-
other for those who failed to get across.

Coincident with the crganization in France, a movement originated in
Washington where, on Feb. 5, 1919, an informel gathering of men, who had
served in tlie var, wce held at the Cosmos Club, presided over by . Lester
Jones, to consider tl:c advisability of foiming & national veterans organizz-
tion., It was decided to hold a caucus on liarch 7th and to get in touch with
whatever movement might be successful in Frence. At this caucus, also held
in the Cosmos Club, an organizetion was effected. Three hundred end seventy
enlisted men and officers attended th:iis meeting and formed an organization,
known as Gen. Pershing Post No. 1, "orld "ar Veterans, but it weas determined
to proceed no further until they got in touch with the overseas movement.
Immedietely upon the arrivel of Zric Fisher Jood in the United States, Qe
comnunicated with Col. Jones and the 'Yashington unit later became George
Washington Post No. 1, Department of the District of Columbia. Other locai
ex-service organizations joined in the movement for one great Legicn.

The second Caucus convened in St. Louis, ilo., May 8 - 10, 1919. ten-
tative constitution was cdopted which was set up for effecting a permsnent
organization. Iew York City was selected as temporery Headquarters,

Henry D. Lindsley, of Texas, was elected Chairman, (Given title of Past
Netional Cemrander et i.inneapolis Convention in 1919). Eric Fisher Wood, of
Pennsylvenia, was elected Secretary (title of Adjutent was not used unti
after the liinneapclis Convention in 1919). Gasper G. Bacon, liass., was
elected Treasurer and Thomas H. 'iles, Colo., was elected Cheplein.

" This Caucus ratified the acts of the Paris Caucus in declaring for a
strictly non-political, non-partisian, non-sectarian and non-military organi-
zetion. &t this meeting was written end adopted the Preemble to the Consti-
tution which has remzined unchanged since that day, with the exception of the
letter "s" afier the words "orld War," and is one of itlhe most famous docu-
ments in the world.
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ORGANIZATION OF THE AMERICAN LEGICN
DEPARTLENT OF NE'! JERSEY

In March 1919, Col, Hobart B. Brown, Ccmmanding Officer of the 114+h
Infontry Regiment, 29th Division AEF, who had returned from France arriving
in the USA on February 24, 1919, received the following telegram:

175-NYF-146RUSH 450 R - FQ ME! YCRK C iH -26
COL. HOBART B. BRO'N, NWK, N.J.

A CONFERENCE 'ILL BE HELD AT SAINT LOUIS ABCUT ii£Y FIRST FOR THE PUERPCSC OF
ORGANIZING AN ASSCCIATION CONMPOSED OF THOSE 'JHO HAVL BEEN IN THE LAND AND
NAVAL FORCES OF THZ UMNITED STATES I¥ THIS 4R STOP A CCIVENTION HELD I
FRLITCE HAS ALRE.LDY ORGANIZED TFORCES THERE IN A" 4SSCCIATION CALLED THCL
AMERICAN LEGION AND 'ILL FAVE ITS REPRESEMTATIVES .T THIS CONVENTION STCP
THE CONVENTION /ILL BE REPREZLNTATIVE STOP ORGAINIZATIONS ALREADY IIT ENIS -
TENCE WILL BE INVITED TO SEND DELEC.LTES STOP 'WILL YCU ALLOY YOUR NAIE TC
BE USED '/ITH THOSZ COF CTHER REPRESENTATIVE i.EN FRCii ALL 3ZCTIONS OF THE CCUS-
TRY AS ISSUING THE CilL TO THIS CONVENTION STOP ‘/ILL YOU ALSO YIRE COLLEUT”
NINETEEN EAST FORTY FOURTH STRLET THC NAMES A'D [LDDRESSES AND RANK OF OTHERS
FROL. YOUR STATE 'VHOI. YCU FECL ARE REPRESENTATIVE STOP IT IS ASSURED OF
COURSE THLT YOUR RECCii.ENDATICI! "/ILL INCLUDE Z2MLISTED iiEN STOP

THEOCORE RCOSEZVELT

Upon receipt of this telegram end several conferences with Col. Roose-
velt and officials of the Paris Caucus and under the authority of the Paris
Caucus, eleven men in the City of Newark organized the first unit of The
American Legion. This unit later beceame known as The American Legion, De-
partment of New Jersey. The temporary officers were as follows: Hobart B.
Brown, Chairman; levell P. Reed, Treasurer; Thomas Goldingay, Organizer; F.
MeCarter, Secretary.

The temporary Charter was grented to Hobart B. Brown and George H.
licCarter for the State Organization on Liey 24, 1919, and signed by Henry D.
Lindsley, Chairman and Eric Fisher ‘Jood, Secretary,

The Yar Camp Community had donated {3,000.0C for orgenization purposes.
The officers decided to rent the entire top floor of the Ripple Building
located at the Southeast corner of Clinton and Broad Sts., Newarlk, N. J.,
where it remained during the years of 1919 to 1921, The Officers, together
with an Executive Com:ittee of 9 nembers, working without any Censtitution
or By-laws, devoted all of their energies towvard organizing Posts and enroll-
ing members, and giving such help as was possible tc men being dischargea
from the Ariy end Navy. Six months of strenuous work was devoted to this
activity.

The First Annual Convention was held in Newerk, N. J. leny remember
the troubles the comnittee had in securing a proper place tc hold this con-
venticn. Through the courtesy of tlie Prudential Life Insurance Co., we wer:
grented the privilege of holding our convention intheir large auditorium.

The Convention was called to order at 9:00 A. M., Oct. 11, 1919, by the
Cheirman, Hobart B. Brown. One hundred and seventy-six posts had besn orgam-
ized throughout the State with en approximate membership of 27,000 Legiou
naires. There were 551 delegates present at this convention. It was aves#y
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business-like convention and at 6:00 P, li. it wes concluded, In their eigi+
hour session the State Constitution and By-laws were adopted, plans laid 1o-
hospitalization work; methods were edopted to help and assist disabled anda _n-
jured ex-~servicemen tirough the red tepe end entanglements which confronted
them in tie unorganized Bureaus oI War Risk Insurence, Public Health and Paii-
sion Departients. Resclutions were adonted demanding the National Conventior
to insist upon our Government giving immedicte and proper relief to all men
injured in the service. Twenty-one Delegates were elected to attend the
Neticnal Convention. The following Officers were elected for the year 1919 -
1920: Hobart B. Browm, Comander; Leonidas Coyle, Vice Commander; Thomas
Goldingay, Adjutant; Lewis B. Leduc, Historian; Rev. iiadison Here, Chaplajin;
Samuel Y. Cathcart, "ar Risk Insurance Officer; George Vickers, Bmploynment
Officer; Philip J. Ernardt, Mationel Executive Cormitteeman; end V. V. lest,
Netional Alternate.

Following the Stete Convention, the Department Officers devoted most of
their energies toward the building up of the Legion eand meeting post-war
problems, County Comnittees were organized in 14 counties and they proved
most helpful in meeting local procblems and straightening cut the work of the
locel posts. Instructions and plans were submitied to the Countiy and Post
\far Risk Officers to aid them in handling claims for Disebility, Compensation,
Insurence end Civil Rights; Bmployment Bureeus were also established, Hos-
pitals and Homes where the sick and wocunded were convalescing were visited
and entertairment, help and enccuragement were extended.

The Department of New Jersey received its permanent Charter on Aug. 1,
1920. This was issued by National Headquarters, signed by Fran!zlin D'Olier,
then National Commander, and countersigned by Lemuel Bolles, National Adjutant,

In order that the Department be more centrslly located, by a mandate of
the 1521 convention, the Depertment Headcuartcrs moved from Newark to Trenton,
and cn Jan. 1, 1922, the Departuent esteblished its headquarters in the Vilkin-
son Building on L. State St., remaining there until Oct. 30, 1924,

From Nov. 1, 1924, to June 30, 192C, it was located in the Vroom Build-
ing, State House, more space was needed and it was moved to 103 !/. State St.,
Corner Willow St., where it remained until Feb, 21, 1932, Applicetion was
nade for space in the 'Yar ilemorial Building end it was officielly moved to
the War i{emorial Building, Stecy Park, on Teb. 22, 1932,
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