
THE jBIRIH 0F IIIE AI,{ERIC.AI{ tE$IO}i

After signlng thc &raistice on lrlo'reuber 1I, 1918, tl:ero was a necegse-'.'jr
dolay of nany long nonths in retur':ring to .riuorlca the l rfrO r00O aoldiors wh,,
bccanc rostless end disgmntled. Gen; Jcj:n J. Pershing sent twenty outata:td-
lng officerE of the AEF to Paris on F'eb. 15, 19L9, ae a.,oraIe CoroiEgion to
adopt ways and aeans of bettering the conditiona of thc AEF.

.thelr reccmo:lendations were entertafment to be provided, lceveg of
absoncee to bc granted, and travcl to places of interest peraltted in great
ntubers, and assigruente -,aaCe eaey to get into foreign universities. Dlvi-
slonal vaudevtllc troupos'l.rere fomcd to travel around the various divisi.one
of the AEF. Dlvisional foot,ball teeus Here orefanized and other sports r+erc
oncouraged. ','lhon these recoEulendations uore placed in operation quite a
change took place, end the general morale of the troops fu-:proved.

One of tire lesding offlccrs of the tr*enty uho nsre on this l..oralc Con-
nieaion wae tt. CoI. theoilore Rooecveltl Jr., of the 1st Division. He used to
get together with the nelobers cf the counittee regularly planning thc f\rturc
nolfare activitieo, and on the evening of Feb. L6, 19L9, he invited the nine-
tesn othor officers to dine vrith hi-rn at tho Allied Officers Club, Rue do
Fobrough, St. Honore. Dtring the courso of the evening, Col. Rooeevelt eug-
gested thet it would be a ',vonderf\rl idea to fonn some kind of an organizatlon
of votsrans that vrould appeal to the ordinary soldiers as well ae to tJrose of
highor rank. He expressed hls belief that auch an organization wotrld caent
the feellng of couradeship and patriotism of the nen of the ran!: and file upon
their return to civ1l 1ife, and could be the aeans of protocting Aoeri.ca from
the dignrpting influences thet uould surely follou e rlar of this klnd.

These tventy nlen agreed on the fonaation of guch an organization and
resolved theu.eelves into a tarporary coramittee ';ritl: CoI. Roosevslt as chalr-
nan and i.aJor Brlc Fisher l'lood as secretary. CoI. Roosevelt r.ras to be sent
bacl: to the United States at once to seIl the'idea to those servicemen who dld
not got across. They agreed ar:ong themselves tl:at tlrere sho.lld be enother
ureeting l:eId in Peris to be e',tendod by iaen of all ianks and fron eIl units
in the /lEF and iiarch 1,, - 17 , L9L9 wero set as the dat,es. It vras difflcult
to obtain pemoission of GIIQ for the Paris Caucue, but tt. Col. George A. Tlhltc,
of GHQ, assist,sd by Lt. Co1. Ralph D. Col.e, of the )7tJ: Oivision, and }iaj,
Eric F. l{ood, of tho 88th Division, finally eecured it. It wae understood,
that this oaucuE liraB to be strictly unofficial and the enlistod roen and. offi-
cors who attsnded uers .to nake their olrn arranger,:€nts for pesses and nust pay
their orm transportation.' Ihe AEF being scattered all over Erropo created a
hardahip and uany interosting and auusing stories are told of the ingenuity
of tho Anericen soldiers trying to :et to thig Paris Caucus. Co1. Thito was
designeted to notiS all the divisions of the AEF of tlie ccming csucus, and lt
r+as through his efforts that 500 delegates ?rere prosent at the Araorioan Club
in the Avenue du Gabriel on the first day of the caucug. Tho prenriaes w6ro
too snall andthey 1{ere soilpel}ed to hold their sesaions at ti:e old Circue do
Paris. Il:ere'rrere )00 officers a.nd 100 onlisted nen attending. lbo Navy was
represented by the 2nd Division ilarineg.

i.iany nanes,.rere suggesied for ti:e nelr organization, snong theu belng
nlegion of the Great'Jar,r and trVeterang of the Great r;isr.r Drrlng a prolongcd
dj.scuseion of names, a Texan, iiaurice I(. Gordon, suggested the nexlo, r ths
Anerican Legionrr and tiret nane has stuck uith the organization.



Ttre taporary chairBart i.raa Egnr:ett C. Ciark. of l,liscourl, (Otvcn i:tia
of Paet National Comander at Philadelphia Con'rention Ln L926)i Terapo:ar'
Sccreta:yr Eric Flshcr !{oodrof Pennsylvania. An Executive Ccrurittee was
olacted tc completc arrangenents and iiilton J. Forei:an, frour Il1lnoise w&..:

nade chain-.sJt, (Given title of Pest National Cor:rander at Kansas Citl'Q6n"'-tl-
tion in 1921)r and George i. ilhite, of Orogon, l're.s irade Secretary. Gon. Jc,hn
J. Perel:ing anci liarshal Fardinand FLcir have si.nce been -ade ilonora:y Natio:'ra-t.
Ccnnntandcrs.

ths Pauia Ceucug disposod forevsr of tho proposal for tr.ro separato or-
ganizations, one for cfficars end another for onl.isted =en, r'rhich uss one of
greai achiev€nent for tire future success of the group. i,nother thing to its
crsdit rrae the killing of a proposal for tlro groups, one for the rrEF and an*
othor for tl:ose rvho fail.ed to get across.

Coincident rriih the organization in France, e:roveBent originated in
l.lashington uhere, on Fab, ,, i9L9, an inforrral gathering of men, r'rho had
eerved in tlie'.rar, wls i:elu at the CoeEoE Club, presided over by 3. Lester
Joneg, to consider t":e advlsability of foimir:g a national veterans organiza-
tion. It nas decided to hold a caucua on iiarch 7th and to got in touch vi';h
whatever moveooont n,ight be successf\r} in France. At this caucus, also held
in tlre Cosmos Club, an organization v;as effected. Ihree hundreC and seventy
onlisted men and officors attended t]:is ueeting and foraed an organization,
known as Gen. Pershing Post ItIo. 1, 'lorld 1{ar Veterans, but it l.res dgtemined
to proceed no flrrther until tirey got in touch nith the overseas mov@ent.
Irn-ediately upon th.e arrival of Eric Fisher lood in tlro- United States, he
corulunicated rrith Co1. Jones and the liashington unit later beceme George
Washington Post llo. 1, Department of tire Distrlst of Coh:nbia. Other Iocai.
ex-service organlzations Joined in the novenont for one great tegicn.

Ths second CaucuE convened. in St. Louis, ilo., .tiay I - 10, 1919. A ten-
tative constitution xas adopted uirich nas get up for effectlng a permanent
organization. i'ieu York City uas selected as terrporar;.' Headquartors.

Henry D. Li:ldsley, of Texas, iras olected Cl:ainnan, (Given title of Past
Iliational Ccru'.ander at i.inneapolis Convention in 1919). Eric Fisher Wood, of
Pennsylvania, nas elected Secretary (titte of Adjutant was not ueed until
after the iii::neapolis Convention in 1919). Gasper G. Bacon, i.ass., 1'ras

elected Treasurer and Thonas il . ''rles, Color 1 1{&s elected Chaplain.

This Caucue ratified the acts of the Paris Caucus in declaring for a
strictly non-poIltical, non-partisi.an, non-sectarlan and non-railltary organi-
zation. lt this rueeting was r.rritten ancl adopted the Presnble to the Consti-
tution which lias remained unchanged since that day, uith t}:e exception of the
letter ngrt after the r.rords trt'lorLd l{arrtr and is one of tl:e aost fmoug docu-
ments in the r.rorId.

/.r-z--



'? * -.1[trratltrrl,,r i-i, L ..*

ORGAI{IZATION OP T}iE A},IERICAN LEGION
DEPARfl.;T.TT OF }TE.! JERSEY

In l:arch 1919, Col. iiobart B. Brown, Cormanding Officsr of the 114'.h
Infantry Reginent, 29tr,. Division AEF, wi:o had returned fron Franco arrivi.ng
tn the USA or, February 24, l9l9t received the follovring telagran:

171MF-146fiiJSH 4iO mi - FQ r.:rEr YCRK C ;in -26
col. HoBAR? B. BPO'.l(, NYK' l'[.J.

A COI{FERffCE i',ILL BE HELD AT SAINT LOUIS ABCUT iir.Y FIRST FOil TI{E zur.PCSX 0f
ORGAI,IIZIIIG Ali ASSCCITTIOII CO.iPOSED CF TI'.OSE l,tlO li/iVi BEEIi IN t1{E LAI$D A}TD

I{AVAL FORCES 0F TilI inTiTED STAIES IiT T.'IIS "i,B SIOP A COilf${TION I{ELD Ei
FRi:iiCE HAS ALBE/:.DI ORGAIVIZED f,ORCES ?HEP,I ii\T Ai' r'.SSCCIATI0I{ CALLED $IX
A}'iEtsICAlI LEGIO}I AIID 'IILL F:iiVE iTS 8EPBESEI1TIiTIYES r-? THIS COIVEi'iTION STOP

THE COI'TVETTIO}] .JILL BE FEPRESEiTA?IYA STOP ORGiJiIZT.T;OI\IS ALFS/.DY III E;IT .

TEICE 1'ILL BE I].TVITED TO SS{D DELEE,.TES STOP 1.IILL ICU ALLOII YOUR Ni[iE TO

BE USED'iITH T}IOSI OF CTHER BEPRESEI'ITATIVE i:EI$ FRCii ALL S;CTIONS OT fHE COL5.:..

Tru AS ISSUING ?HE CJ,LL TO THiS C'o}iVtr(TION SIOP 1IILL YOU ALSO 1IIRE COLI,EI)i-
NINETEB{ EAST FOIi.ffi FOURITi STR:ET TTii l.{J.iiES NTTD i.DDPESSES A}ID il.O$I( OF OIIIEdX
FROi: IOUR S?r;TE illiOi. YCIJ FEEL r,RE REPRESH{TLTM STOP IT IS ASSURED 0F
COURSE IIII.I YOUR RECOi.i.EIDITICIi '/ILL HCLIJDE iliLISTED i;BI SIPP

THEOMRE RCOSIX/ELT

Upon receipt of this tetegram and several conferences r';ith Col. Rocse-'
vel'u and officials of the Paris Caucus and under tire authority of the Pai'js
Caucus, eleven men in tl:e Ciiy of lrTovark organized ti:e first unit of The
Anerican Legion. This unit later became lorown as The Arerican Iregion, De-
partnent of Ne',.r Jersey. The temporary officers r'rere as folIot*s: Hobart B.
Bronnr Chainian; I'lerreL1 P. Reed, ?reasurer; Thou.as Goldingay, Otgartlzet; f.
IicCarter, Secretary.

?ire tanporary Char"er rras granted to Hobart B. Broun and Goorge H.
l,icCar+.er fcr the State Organ5-za',,ion on i.ley 24, 1919, &d signed by Henry D.
Llndsley, Chainran and Eric Fisi:er ',lood, Secretary.

The l.Iar Canp Comnunity irad donated {irr00O.O0 for orgenizat,ion purPosos.
Ihe officers decided to rent ',1:e entire iop floor of lhe Ripple Building
located at the Southeast corner of Clinton and Broad Sts., i[ewar]<, N. J.,
where it reurained during the years of 1919 to 1921. Ihe Officers, together
wj.th an Executive Coir:ittee of 9 nenbers, uorlcing witirout any Constitution
or By-lavs, devoted all of their enorgies to'..:ard organizing Posts and enroll-
ing mabers, and giving such help as traa possible to uen being discharge<i
frou the An:';y and I'Iavy. Six uonths of stranuoug r'rorir vas devoted to +,his

activity.

ltre Firs'u Annual Convention was held in Nerreri<, l. J. l,iany roanber
the troubles the conqnittee hed in securinE a proper place to hold this con-
vention. Tfurough tl:e courtesy of t]:e Pnrdential Life Insurance Co., ii'o l'rer:
granted the privilege of holding our: convention lntheir ).arge auditorium.
The Convention ',ras called to order at 9:00 A. I,i. r Oct. 11, 1919r bj, tl,"
Chaiman, Hobart B. Bro"rn. One hundred and seventy-six posts had bee,r orrlr'r-
ized throughout, 'uhe Siaie rlrth an approxS-mate membership of 27 
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nairoe. thore nere l)I delegates present at this convention. It vas AflcfY/
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buslnccc-liko convention and at 5:OO P. !i. lt ves concludod, fn thair ei.g,n+
hotrr scaslon tho Stato Constitutlon and By-lavs r.rere adoptod,, plans laiC:'c:
hoapitallzatlon work; naethoCe r.rere edopted to help and assi.sr, dlsablcd ana -n-
Jured cx-sorviceoan through the rod tape q:d entanglemonts whloh confronioti
thca in tire rrnorganized Bureaus of gar Rlek fnsurancel Ftbllc Hoalth and Pe,r-
slon DeFart::ente. X,esclutions rrere adopted deuanding the Iational Convcntiqrr
to inElst' upon our Governnent glvirig iouediate and propor relief to a}l nen
lnJurod i.n the gcrvico. I'wenty-one Delegates were elected to attend the
Natiqna.l. Conventlon. The foilouing Officers 1.rero alected for the yaar 1919 -
192O: Hobart B. Bror'm, Con'anCorl Leonldas Coy1a, ?1co Cornmanderi Thc,mas
Golillngayr Adjutant; Lewls B. Lcduc, Histortani ^lev. i'iadison Haro, ChapiaJ.n;
Semuel Y. Cathcart, 1{ar nisk Insurancs 0fficer; Georga Vicksre, Euploynent
Offlcer; Phillp J. Erhardt, llational Executive Comitteersani end 1'L 1.I. ileat,
National Alteraate.

Following the Stete Convention, the Department Officora devotod xoos'' of
thcir cnorgies tor*aid the bullding up of the Legion and reeting post-var
problans. County Cornnittees vere organized in 14 counties and ttrey proved
noet helpflrI in meeting loca1 prcblase and straightening orrt the rvorlc of iho
local poots. Instnrctions and plane',rere gubeltied to the County and Post
l{ar Riek Officors to aid thero in irandling clalms for Dlsability, Conpensatton,
InEuranee ar:d Civil Rights; &ploynent Br-lraaus ver.e aLgo established. Hoe-
pitala and Hones ryhere the sick and voundcd r.rere conveleecing werc vigtiod
and entertairment, help and enccurager,rent vrore extended.

the Departuren+- of ifow Jorooy received its pen:renent Charter on Aug. 1,
1920. Thls iraa igsued bl,' l{ational Headquarters, signed by Franl:1in DrOl1er,
then llatlonal Ccmnander, and countersigned by Lmuel Bol.les, National Adjutant,

In order that the Departnent be moro centrally located, by a nandate of
the 1921 convent,ion, lhe Departnent i{oadouartcrs moved fron Nerark to Trenton,
and on Jan. 1, 1922, t.l're Departu:ent established its headquartera 1n tho ililkin-
son BuriLding on E, Stata St., rmaining there until Oct. )O, 1924.

Frou Nov. l, 1924, to June ]0, 192e, it was locatod ln the Vroor: Erlld-
ir,{g, State Houge, Eore sDece '.,ias needed and it r.ras uoved to 101 i,,, Stato St.,
Corner lflllovr Sto, rhere it ronained until Feb. 21, 1912, Applicetion r{as
nado for sPace ln the llar i.emorial Brrllding and it';rae officrelly novod to
the tlar i'leuorial Building, Stacy Park, on Feb. 22, L9r2.
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